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Sarah-Sensei's Blog
*Sensei: is the honorific for teachers and other professionals in Japan

URL: http://www.sarahsensei.net/blog

Intended Users:

For this online blog I decided to tackle ways to incorporate online resources and tools into art lessons. The blog is primarily geared toward teachers but includes questions for student discussion. Therefore, the blog can be used by students, teachers and those who are just curious about online art resources. However, as with any online resource it is encouraged that teachers preview all links before deciding if the lesson is appropriate for their classes. Some of the topics are intended for older students.


Purpose:

The purpose of the blog is to offer links to online resources and tools to students and teachers for use in art and art history classes. Blog entries will focus on one or more components of the Discipline Based Art Education model (DBAE). DBAE is centered on objectives in four areas, Art Production, Art History, Art Criticism, and Art Aesthetics. Lessons that incorporate all four of these areas meet most school system standards for balanced art education.

Entries in the blog will offer suggestions for classroom activities or questions for discussion and reflection and art vocabulary terms.


Learning outcomes/objectives for users:

Because the blog has multiple purposes depending on the audience, learning objectives have been divided into those for teachers and those for students. 

Teachers


Art Production: 
After reading this blog teachers will be able to:

	Demonstrate how students can create works of art based on ideas or topics shared in the discussion with pre-made examples.

Aid students in creating works of art using a combination of traditional tools and materials and technology by offering suggestions, and facilitating problem solving.
Demonstrate how students can utilize tutorials to help them create a piece of art using computer programs. 


Art History:
After reading this blog teachers will be able to:

	Lead students in a discussion on artworks from different artists created in various time periods.

Act as a facilitator or moderator in order to promote meaningful student discussions about why artworks were created during a particular time frame. 
	Present art works to students within a meaningful historical context.


Art Criticism: 
After reading this blog teachers will be able to:

	Select appropriate art terminology to aid students in successful, critical discussions about the art works viewed. 
	Lead students in critiques about art work they view online as well as the art work they create in the classroom. 

Facilitate and moderate student discussions on technical aspects of art production and such as tools and materials using art terminology. 


Art Aesthetics:
After reading this blog teachers will be able to:

	Lead students in a discussion about artistic styles, and possible inspirations using art terminology. 
	Encourage students to explain why they find a particular art work appealing or unappealing using art terminology and examples in a well written discussion with examples of appropriate and inappropriate responses.
	Provide students with enough historical information in order for them to determine how advances in culture and technology effect the production of art. 






Students

Art Production: 
After reading this blog, students will be able to:

	Create works of art based on ideas or topics shared in the discussion.

Create works of art using a combination of traditional tools and materials and technology.
Follow tutorials to help them create a piece of art using computer programs. 


Art History:
After reading this blog, students will be able to:

	Discuss artworks from different artists created in various time periods.

Engage in meaningful discussions about why artworks were created during a particular time frame referencing world events from that time period. 
Explain possible motivations for creating specific kinds of art in different time periods.


Art Criticism: 
After reading this blog, students will be able to:

	Compare and contrast works by various artists using art terminology.

Discuss technical aspects of the art that was created such as methods, tools and materials and how they were handled.


Art Aesthetics:
After reading this blog, students will be able to:

	Discuss artistic styles and what makes the work of an artist unique using art terminology. 

Recognize and discuss artists and events that may have inspired a particular art piece.
	Explain why they find a particular art work appealing or unappealing using art terminology and examples in a well written discussion.

Explain how advances in culture and technology effect the art produced in different time periods. 


DoDEA Curriculum: Visual Arts Standards


http://www.dodea.edu/curriculum/docs/va/stn_visArt_Pk_12.pdf


The standards for each grade level vary. However, because some of the discussions are geared toward older students, I selected these from the 9-12 Curriculum Standards:


VA1 Media, Techniques, and Processes: Demonstrates understanding and can apply media, techniques, and processes.

VA1c: The student uses and explains how media, technological tools, techniques, and processes are used to solve visual art problems.

VA1d: The student uses art materials and tools, including technology, in a safe and responsible manner.




VA2 Structures and Functions: Demonstrates knowledge of structures and functions.

VA2c: The student selects and uses the elements of art and principles of design to communicate ideas, solve visual problems and develop personal expression.




VA3 Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas: Chooses and evaluates a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.

VA3a: The student creates a work of art to communicate intended meaning using information and ideas from a variety of sources.

VA3b: The student considers and compares the sources for subject matter, symbols and ideas in personal work and that of others.




VA4 History and Culture: Demonstrates understanding of the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.

VA4a: The student demonstrates knowledge of and compares the characteristics and purposes of works of art representing various cultures, historical periods, and artists.

VA4b: The student recognizes and describes works of art according to artist and style.

VA4c: The student compares and contrasts works of art in terms of history, aesthetics and culture.




VA5 Characteristics and Merits of Work: Reflects upon and assesses the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

VA5a: The student demonstrates knowledge and understanding that works of art can be analyzed by using a formal system of evaluation to determine merit without bias.

VA5b: The student describes and analyzes visual characteristics of works of art using visual art terminology.




VA6 Connections to Other Disciplines: Makes connections between the visual arts and the other disciplines.

VA6a: The student identifies how art and other disciplines are interrelated, and that they play a role in daily life.

VA6b: The student demonstrates knowledge and understanding that there are a variety of careers and leisure pursuits in the visual arts.

VA6d: The student identifies and compares works of art that share similar subjects, themes, purposes, historical periods or technologies.




VA7 Technology Integration: Understands and creates art through technology.

VA7b: The student creates original works of art by accessing and manipulating images from a variety of sources.



Method of assessing learning outcomes:

Student oriented sections of the blog contain questions for discussion and art vocabulary words. Teacher oriented sections include project ideas and tutorials to help aid their students in the classroom. 

This blog, or one like it, could be used by a teacher to facilitate class discussions. The topics contained within the blog could be responded to by students whose task is to discuss the questions presented or discuss other student responses to the blog. Successful student posts should be on topic, include art vocabulary terms and explain why they feel a certain way. One word answers or opinions without reasons to explain why they feel a certain way would not be acceptable. A rubric could be used by a teacher to assess student discussions. An example rubric for discussions is included here:

Sample Rubric for Student Responses


Excellent
5-4
Almost
3
Not Yet
2
Your 
Score
1. The student wrote a clear, on topic responses to the post.




2. The student responded to at least one other student’s post to promote discussion. 




3. The student did not reply with one-word answers, they always made an effort to explain their reasoning when answering the questions. 




4. The student backed up their opinions with explanations, quotes, historical references, and/or art terminology.




5. The student made sure to check their spelling and grammar before posting.




6. The student engaged in good netiquette practices and did not:
-“flame” other members of the discussion when they disagreed 
-use all capital letters when responding  




7. The student wrote their posts as though they were writing a paper, i.e. they did not use internet abbreviations (such as AFAIK, LOL, TTYL) or h4xX0r.






Tests and quizzes using art vocabulary and the historical contexts discussed can also be given to assess student learning. A sample test for the YouTube Animation History entries is provided below:


Sample Test: YouTube Animation History

Fill in the Blank:

Please answer the following questions by filling in the blank with the appropriate person or term:


1. Before creating his character Mickey Mouse, Walt Disney made cartoons featuring ____________________________.

2. __________________________ was the studio who produced the first Japanese anime __________________________.

3. ___________________________ was the distributor for Fleischer Studios.

4. Which famous cartoon character started out as a bulldog?
_____________________________

5. ____________________________ was Walt Disney’s main competitor in the 1930’s and 1940’s. 

6. When sound was finally invented for motion pictures they called these new movies ______________________________.

7.  Which animator worked for Universal before opening his own studio? _____________________________

8. The _______________________ was an invention that allowed an animator to trace film in order to make animation more realistic.

9. Any piece of animation that is unusual or considered non-traditional is often called ________________________________. 

10. The ___________________________ series of cartoons featured Koko the Clown and a mixture of animation and live action. 

11. The original purpose this studio’s cartoons were to sell records. ____________________________

12. ________________________ is often referred to as “manga no kami” in Japan.

13. This famous animation director created the animated short, “What’s Opera, Doc?”
____________________________

14. ________________________ is the Japanese word for comics.

15. The invention of the ___________________________ caused Disney studios to invent the ____________________________.


Essay Question: 

Select two people or studios in animation history. Compare and contrast the kind of work produced by these two people or studios.








Students may also be given worksheets and to complete a lesson, they should be given an art project related to what they have studied. 

For both student and teacher oriented sections a teacher may leave comments on how they might use or have used the content in their own classrooms. They may also comment or discuss problems and successes they had with the information that has been presented in the blog so that the blog may be improved for future users.


Peer Review Feedback Remarks:

Near the beginning of the project I invited my group to view my blog website. One of the helpful comments I received was as follows:

Author: Diana Fast
Creation date: Thursday, November 15, 2007 7:44:02 AM CST
Date last modified: Thursday, November 15, 2007 7:44:02 AM CST

 
What fun!  I love the animation--especially the earth coming apart after the lever is pulled!  I think you have a really interesting concept going for your blog.  Now I have been watching cartoons all morning instead of working on mine.

Most other peer review comments I received were about my write up draft. 



Author: Diana Fast
Creation date: Monday, November 19, 2007 7:38:13 AM CST
Date last modified: Monday, November 19, 2007 7:38:13 AM CST

 Sarah,

I looked over your paper and I think you are right on track with your documentation.  I have been dragging my feet on that portion of the assignment, because I still don't know quite how to tackle the process.  Reading your material helped clear it up a bit for me. [sic] Thanks.  I am planning on making a concerted effort as getting mine finished next week.  Once I get a better grasp on what we are doing, I will read yours more carefully and try to make some intellegent [sic] comments.


Author: Caryn Setterquist
Creation date: Sunday, November 25, 2007 7:06:06 PM CST
Date last modified: Sunday, November 25, 2007 7:06:06 PM CST

 
Thanks for reminding me that I still have a lot to do :)

I think your paper is very thorough! Great job. I will be working on mine this next week and attempt to get a paper of similar mature posted by the end of next weekend.


Author: Aimee Ebersohl
Creation date: Monday, November 26, 2007 7:52:06 AM CST
Date last modified: Monday, November 26, 2007 7:52:06 AM CST

 
Your paperwork and breakdown of your project is very thorough.  Good work.

Aimee



Diana Fast fully reviewed my Blog for me on November 27th, 2007

Sarah,
I have been looking over your blog and reading your project report.  I think you have a firm understanding of the entire process.  I had originally thought that your site was going to be based entirely on animations.  While I enjoyed watching the cartoons and learning about the animators, I think the Photoshop tutorials are great. The Andy Warhol tutorial reminded me of a tutorial I used to give my Illustrator students about Escher and creating tessellations. (If you continue on with your blog, you might consider this as a subject—there are some great sources on the Internet covering tessellations.  http://www.tessellations.org/tess-what.htm" http://www.tessellations.org/tess-what.htm  It fits nicely into Math classes also.) 

I think your blog is a resource that both students and teachers can make good use of.  I like the fact that you have a section for teacher tips.  Also, your links seem to go to good, professional information sites.  Awesome comments from your readers also.  I have tried everything short of monetary bribes to get my students to leave comments—to no avail. 

While browsing through your site, I did notice that the format on the You-Tube Animation History Part 6 is a bit funky—the row of links at the top is feeding down the right side of the page.  I tried resizing my browser to correct it on my monitor, but it didn’t help.  That is really an interesting page on censorship though.  Looking back, there were a lot of offensive shows on TV back then, but at the time we didn’t even realize it.

I wish I could figure out how to do an index like you have on your site…great way to get people to where they want to go.

Nice work


Diana Fast
11/27/2007

Note: I looked into the problem she talked about with the formatting on “YouTube Animation History Part 6.” I do not think there is much that can be done because it is a result of the title being too long for the fixed width theme that I am currently using. If I switched to a fluid site, then it probably would fit but I had trouble finding a theme I could live with.

Aimee Ebersohl fully reviewed my Blog for me on December 6th, 2007

Sarah,

Your art blog is very well presented.  It is organized and easy to navigate.  I like that you include links to all parts of your blog on the right hand side of every page, nice touch.  Those links answer any questions that your users might have about what the blog has to offer.  The colors and fonts that you used throughout your blog are easy to read and calming.

Your tutorial section is fantastic and very engaging.  I like how you kept the same method of instruction throughout all of your links, like the animation and comics section.  By keeping the format constant throughout the site your users will be more inclined to keep clicking since they already know how the information will be presented.

The teaching tips section has great information and links, as well as fun, colorful pictures.  I appreciate that you include example pictures using the software that you are describing along with a link to their home page.  If I had gone to your site and you had only included instructions without the photos of the software in use, I would probably have skipped out of reading the information, but the pictures kept my interest.

All in all, great blog!  

Aimee


Evaluation of your project's implementation:

I wish that I was able to try this blog out with actual students in my classes. I envision having a blog site where students could engage in discussions about art, art history, time periods, artists and other topics to support learning in the classroom. However, since I am teaching elementary school at this time and I only see my students once a week for 50 minutes, finding time to have them participate in such a blog would be very difficult. Assigning it for homework would bring me weeks of, “I forgot” excuses. 

Also I wanted to tackle some more adult topics in my blog and some of the entries I wrote would not be suitable for younger students, though I think they would be a great debate in a college setting. I am fortunate to have many friends who studied art. So many of the responses in the blog were from adults who went to college, some studied art and some of them have even studied animation. I also got a few responses from fellow teachers and a few visitors who came because I advertised the blog in a couple forums. So, for a test run of the project, the implementation did not go too badly. 

Though I noticed that because I did not share my rubric with all of my friends they did not always write posts that I would consider substantial enough if this were in a student setting (this was short sighted on my part). If I were doing this with actual students, the rubric as well as other expectations would be made known to them from the beginning. I usually post all the rubrics for current projects in one area of my classroom. So, if this were to become a class requirement, the blog rubric would have been prominently displayed in my “How will I be Graded?” corner.  

The blog seemed to attract a wide range of visitors as well. It was really interesting to see some of the comments from them. I knew who most of them were by either the nicknames they chose or the way they wrote their responses (also many of them contacted me and told me that they were going to view my blog and comment on it). A break down of the list of users is as follows:

Blog Users

Art Teacher: Peppermint Pattie (the other art teacher at my school)

College Students: Thomas Zydelski, Hard Mike   

Elementary School Teacher and Web Designer: espy 

Harrisburg, PA’s Patriot-News Review Column Writer for Comics, Video Games and Manga: Chris Mautner 

Trained Animators: Raggedyari, Hayley Bricker, Rapunzel 

Web Designer: Harknell

Other visitors: Alice, HotDog ‘N’ Pickles, ultraviolet510, Aaron Wood, Megan   

I think that inviting professionals to come and view the blog would be an asset for students as well. A professional could write a guest post or answer questions about a particular topic that the students are studying. So for example, if the students were studying a unit on animation, they could ask a real animator about the process, what they had to study, jobs in the field or what part of the process they like best/least. 


Reflection: 

I really enjoyed writing and researching for this blog. However, it did take a long time to prepare entries and all information and utilities had to be previewed before a post was made. It would probably be difficult to maintain the blog at this pace for an extended period of time unless a lot of the research and entries were investigated and written ahead of time.

I would love to continue the blog but I probably will not be able to maintain it at this frequency. I could see a blog like this one being maintained at weekly intervals, or more often with shorter entries. (So for example, if I was a Language Arts teacher and I was keeping a blog of writing prompts for my students that might be a little easier to maintain than a full blown art lesson or software review. Short entries on comparing and contrasting two pieces of art would probably be easier to write).

I did enjoy the interaction from some of the readers who responded to my posts. Some of them pointed me toward new ideas and utilities that I had not considered (and some I had not heard of), so in the end, I learned things as well through this sharing of information.

I also had to deal with Spam too. Word Press does come with an automatic Spam filter service (Akismet) that gets rid of some Spam, but sometimes it still missed things. I think the blog can be set so that you have to sign up for an account, so if I were going to use this with students that might be an easier way to control who has access to the blog or I could use a service like Gaggle (www.gaggle.net) to set up blogs that could be monitored by the instructor.

Overall, I think using blogs to facilitate learning and discussion in a classroom has a lot of potential and it is something that I would like to continue pursuing in the future.

